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Family Fulfilled: Clouds on the Horizon

|. Patriarchal /Matriarchal Era: Global Contributions

e Individuality
e Pre-national Legacy
e Family

Il. Family Fulfilled

A. Reunion and Reconciliation
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And Yosef could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have
everyone withdraw from me!” So there was no one else about when Yosef made himself known
to his brothers.
His sobs were so loud that the Egyptians could hear, and so the news reached Pharaoh’s palace.
Yosef said to his brothers, “I am Yosef. Is my father still well?”” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dumbfounded were they on account of him.
Then Yosef said to his brothers, “Come forward to me.” And when they came forward, he said,
“I am your brother Yosef, he whom you sold into Egypt.
Now, do not be distressed or reproach yourselves because you sold me hither; it was to save life
that God sent me ahead of you
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And Yosef hitched his chariot and went to Goshen to meet his father Yisrael; he presented
himself to him and, embracing him around the neck, he wept on his neck a good while.
Then Yisrael said to Yosef, “Now I can die, having seen for myself that you are still alive.”
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And Yosef’s brothers saw that their father was dead, and they said, “What if Yosef still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrong that we did him!”
So they sent this message to Yosef, “Before his death your father left this instruction:
So shall you say to Yosef, ‘Forgive, | urge you, the offense and guilt of your brothers who
treated you so harshly.” Therefore, please forgive the offense of the servants of the God of your
father’s [house].” And Yosef was in tears as they spoke to him.
His brothers went to him themselves, flung themselves before him, and said, “We are prepared
to be your slaves.”
But Yosef said to them, “Have no fear! Am | a substitute for God?
Besides, although you intended me harm, God intended it for good, so as to bring about the
present result—the survival of many people.
And so, fear not. | will sustain you and your children. Thus he comforted them, speaking to their
heart.

B. The Finish Line
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And Yaakov called for his sons and said, “Assemble yourselves and | will tell you what will befall
you at the End of Days. Gather yourselves together and listen, sons of Yaakov, and listen to
Yisrael your father.”
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At Yaakov’'s deathbed: The birth of a prayer
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All these are the tribes of Yisrael-twelve-and this is what their father spoke to them and he
blessed them; each according to his blessing did he bless them.
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Rashi: Inclusion in all the Brachot

C. A Step Further
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So Yaakov set out from Beer-sheba. The sons of Yisrael put their father Yaakov and their
children and their wives in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to transport him;
and they took along their livestock and the wealth that they had amassed in the land of Canaan.
Thus Yaakov and all his offspring with him came to Egypt:
he brought with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons, his daughters and granddaughters—all
his offspring.
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And Yaakov said to Yosef, “Kel Shakai appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and He
blessed me.

And He said to me, ‘I will make you fruitful and numerous, and | will make you a congregation
of nations; and | will give this land to your offspring after you as an everlasting possession.’
And now, your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before | came to you in
Egypt, shall be mine; Ephraim and Menashe shall be mine no less than Reuven and Shimon.
But progeny born to you after them shall be yours; they shall be included under the name of
their brothers with regard to their inheritance.

But as for me-when | came from Paddan, Rachel died on me in the land of Canaan on the road
while there was still a stretch of land to go to Ephrat; and | buried her there on the road to
Ephrat”— which is Bethlehem.

And Yisrael saw Yosef’s sons and he said, “Who are these?”

And Yosef said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me here.” And he said
“Bring them up to me, that | may bless them.”

And Yisrael’s eyes were dim with age; he could not see. So he brought them near him, and he
kissed them and embraced them.

And Yisrael said to Yosef, “I dared not accept the thought that | would see your face, and here
God has shown me even your offspring!
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And he blessed them that day, saying, “By you shall Yisrael bless, saying: May God make you
like Ephraim and Menashe.” Thus he put Ephraim before Menashe.
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Yosef lived to see children of the third generation of Ephraim; the children of Machir son of
Menashe were likewise born upon Yosef’s knees.

[l. Clouds on the Horizon

A. Dual Unfolding
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25 And they went up from Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Yaakov their father. 26 And
they told him, saying: 'Yosef is yet alive, and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt.' And his heart
stood still, for he could not believe them. 27 And they told him all the words that Yosef had
spoken to them; and he saw the wagons that Yosef had sent to carry him, the spirit of Yaakov
their father revived. 28 And Yisrael said: 'It is enough; Yosef my son is yet alive; | will go and see
him before | die.'
1 And Yisrael set out with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheva, and offered sacrifices to the
God of his father Yitzchak. 2 And God spoke unto Yisrael in night visions, and said: 'Yaakov,
Yaakov.' And he said: 'Here | am' 3 And He said: 'l am the God-God of your father; have no fear
of descending to Egypt; for there | will establish you as a great nation. 4 | will descend with you
to Egypt; and | will also surely bring you up; and Yosef shall place his hand upon your
eyes.' 5 And Yaakov arose from Beer-sheva; and the sons of Yisrael carried Yaakov their father,
and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him.

B. Best Laid Plans
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Then Yosef said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “l will go up and tell Pharaoh, and
say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were in the land of Canaan, have
come to me.
And the men are shepherds; for they have been breeders of livestock, and they have brought
with them their flocks and herds and all that is theirs.’
And it shall be, when Pharaoh summons you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’
And you shall say, ‘Your servants have been breeders of livestock from our youth until now,
both we and our fathers’—so that you shall settle in the region of Goshen. For all shepherds are
abhorrent to Egyptians.”




6

OU Parsha Shiur 2022-2023
Shiur 10 Parshat Vayechi
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org

T-2 TN N'WUKI]
NYI9 197 Dax'l 0'WIR NWNN NP7 I'NKR Dxpni
12'NIAX"DA 1INIX"DA )TV [KX DY NVID™7XR NMNN'E DD'YYN~NN I'NRT7X Y19 NN
T'TAY (V1D YIRQ QYN TAD7D )FTAV7 QWK [RX7 NN 'R IR YIRA 127 YIDTIR NN
[¥2 YIN] )'TAY X1TIAYW' NN
And he selected a few of his brothers and he presented them to Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said to
his brothers, “What is your occupation?”
And they said to Pharaoh, “We your servants are shepherds, we as well as our fathers.
We have come,” they told Pharaoh, “to sojourn in this land, for there is no pasture for your
servants’ flocks, the famine being severe in the land of Canaan.
Pray, then, let your servants settle in the land of Goshen.”
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and Yisrael settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen; and they acquired property in it,
and were fruitful and multiplied greatly.



